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nel Lenex pred that the Duke of York 


fhould fre, which was declined upon a repe- 
tition of the reafen, Lord Winochelfea 
went up to the Duke of York, ond cuprell q 
his hope, “ that his R. H. could have no ob- 
jeGion to fay, he confidered Lievtenant 
Colont] Lenox as a maa of hocoxr and cou- 
rage;” his R. H. replied, * taat he fhould 
fav nothing ; he had come cut to give Lieu 
tenant-Colon<] Lenox fatisfaétion, and did 
net mean to fre at him; if L eutenant-Co- 
Jonel Lenox was not faushed, he might hie 
again.” Lievtenant-Colone] Lenox faid, he 
could oot pofibly fire again et the Duke, as 
his Royal Highnefs did not mean to fire at 
him.” 

On this, both parties left the ground. 
The feconds think it proper to add, that 
both parties behaved with the moft perfect 
canlnefs and iatrepidity. 





(Signed) RAWDON. 
: ' WINCHELSEA. 
Su fig Toctint, Woe 08, 17Ro. 
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Saturday 29. 

An alarming accident happened a few 
Gays ago to, his Maj. fty. Taking an air- 
ing attended only by Col. Goldiworthy, be 
fell: from his horfe in a walking pace. 
The Colonel fprung forward to break the 
fall} ané hurt his fhoulder. Foztunately 
his Majefty received not the leaft injury. 

We have frequently feen advertifements ig 
the parers of goods to be fold for. counter- 
feit halfpence. Thefe halfpence, it feems, 
were circulated in Scotland 3 where, or for 
what reafun, cannot well be accounte for : the 
common people woukl not receive the half- 
pence of King George the Third. The Ma- 
sittrates of Edinburgh have lately taken cog- 
nizance of this fraud, and the principal per- 
fon concerned is nuw under profecution at 
Edinburgh. The Magiftrates have been at 
the pains of afcertaining the value of the 
counterfeits, and found that nearly feven of 
them was worth ong fterling penny. They 
pafs current ia Scotland 24 for a shilling. 





Aothenmic news by the laf mail. 

* Vienna, May 6, Abcvt 8 in the moraing 
the Emperor went to his Pavilion, whee 
atter 2 very long walk he dined aione, 
About fix in the evening he tranfafted bof- 
mefs with his fecretaries. About § a select 
eumbasy of Gx pe: fans whom he had invited 
wese nu forner affembled, than the Eioperor 
was Jeged with a fhivering, and obliged to 
go to bed, peas 

Mfay 8. On the Sth his Majefly had a 
fight return of the fever; but is better to- 
day. : 

suay 1%. News of a fignal advantaze of 
the Raffians commanded by Prince Coberg, 
over the Tarks near the rver Sareth, wae 
received. Among the prifeners are the two 
B-ihaws, with the whole art:lHery corps. 

L-ters ‘rom Copenhagen fay the ceff.- 
ticn of ars is prolonged te the 24th of June, 


’ 


then © 


but one! : 


DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 


Thofe from Holland prolong the term tilt 
the rsth of Sepiember, 
The Sclavonian aid Croation armies are 


Intive i r wart of nrovifene. 
_ Every thing is yet in fufpence atthe meets 
irg of the States General in France, owing 


to the unfetticd rights of the refpedctive 
flares. ; 
_ The commanders of the refpe@ive armies 
in the Emprror’s fervice have all left Vienna, 
and repaired to their feparate pots. ‘Fhe 
Grand V-zier's army lies along the right bani: 
of the Danube, from Rufchuck to Siliftrias 
Ir confiis of adcut 150,200 combatants, ine 
cluding the irregulars and the Afiatic troops. 
Belgrade has 15,000 men in garrifon, ‘The 
Grand Vizier will not be able to move 
for fome time, for want of provifion and 
forage. 

On the other fide, an aétion, has already 


-taken place between the Reffians and the 


Turks in Moldavia. It happened on the 
16th of April. The Turks were compleatly 
routed, and loft two Pachas, with all tneir 
artillery, Soon after this action, a corps of 
Roufians peffed a bridge an the Sereth, en= 
tered the Province of Wallachia, and got 
poflefion of whe magazines. ; 

L:. Dover (late Sir J. Harris) is now at 
the Hague, ona politcal negociation of the 
higher impoitance; from thence he goes to 
Berliry and returns by the wey of Hole 
land to this country. 

_ The ftory of a plot to fet fire to the com 
bined fleets of Rutfia and Denmark, as told 
in the foreign prints, is fo improbable, that 
to mentipn it is to refute it. A Swedifh 
officer had agre¢d with the captain of an 
Irith trading fhip for the purchafe of his vef- 
fel, znd this veflel was to burn the combined 
fieets of the twa nations moored in the ice 
on the road to Copenhagen; but how was 
fhe to get at them ?- By cutting through the 


ice five or fix ells deep to get ata fingle 


fhip. Andthis agcomplifhed fhe could burn 


Cinfiantinople, April 7. The death of the 
Suitan being declared, the Mufti, captain 
Pafhaw, and othergrandees, affembled in the 
Seraghio and paid homage to the now reigning” 
Sultan Selem, the.third whofe acceffion to 
the Ottoman Throne was announced by the 
Canon of the Seraglio; and the remains of 
the deceafed Sultan. were depofted in the 
magnificent tomb prepared by his order fe« 
verul years fince for himfe}f and children. 

By the laft accounts from Drague we are 
informed, that there 1s yet 2 great quantity of 
ice about Moen and Bornholm, We are 
apprehchenfive there is much camage done 
to the fhipping bound up the Baltic by the 
ice. : ioe Z 

A large fleet of veffels ftill remain at 
Copenhagen for fear of the ice, buc the 
weather 1 6 jome days paft having been 
excesdingly mild, we iruft the Baluc wll 
very {oon be cleared of ices , 
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_ je the real {carcity, of filver, which arifes, partly, { hn its 
‘ce; fo that the government, he fays, muft lofe near three 

oe pub OF evan fhilling they coin; partly, from the: method 
dealers have of melting down the good and full weight 

4 as they get it into their hands, fince they gain as much 

ing it, as the government lofe by coining it. The other 

¢ this evil, it is faid, is an artificial fcarciiy, proceeding froin 

_ cerfons hoarding up the filver coin, in order to get a premium 
". | think, fays this Writer, the prefent courfe of exchanve 

:; the pound, or § s. in 50 pounds. ‘This is a fcandalous trade, 
“ily forbidden by Jaw; and yet it is a trade that thoufands 
»etropolis carry on: and it is not long fince I heard a clerk 

_-c four public offices fay, ‘* That he did not care how plenty 
-sce was, but that he hoped filver would never be plenty.” Here 
ped, without ending his fpeech by faying, ‘* Becaufe I and 
‘ther clerks make a premium of it.” Our gold coin, it is 
_. cbferved, was never fo deficient in weight as at prefent, and, 
_s: is remarkable, the guineas of his prefent majefty are found to 


1 6 ALAWAR chan she ald muinese The trne reafon of which -- 


' to be, that our guineas and half guineas are fent to Holland 

: , and there filed, and then returned to perfons who find 
- .ccount in this way of trading, ‘The filver coin is knowa to 
J indeed; three-fourths of the fhillings now ‘current, this 
phlet tells us, are bafe and counterfeit, and their real value about 
_pence halfpenny, befides which there are a fet of people called 
rs, who whiten a piece of bafe metas of the fize of a shilling 
.io-pence, fo that it can pafs through a dozen or ten hands be- 
- it is difcovered. The copper coin, this Writer remarks to 
- as bad a ftate as that of the filver, though there has been a new 
-.2e, and twenty tons he is told already delivered to the public, 
vethe fays we fee but few of them; which he fufpeéts to, be 
2to their being deftroyed by the makers of counterfeit half- 
ce, who have bur little profpect of fucceis ia putting off theirs, 
“e thete is plenty of good coin. This Letter-writer, therefore 
--cofes that all the ats relative to the coin of this kingdom fhould 
: repealed, and a new one made, feveral heads of which he offers 
» confideration: Such as, that all perfons counterfeiting, diminith- 
-, or deflroying the coin, fhould fuffer death, and be hung in chains, 
--o an infeription denoting their offence: that a difcoverer of fuch 
“Sis fhould have one hundred pounds reward: that no perfon 
-\l imprefs gold, filver, or copper, with the heads of our kings, 
th the arms of the kingdom, &c. that any perfon who fhould 
:orreceive any premium for change, ihould forfeit the fum they 
*, or iceived a premium for, to the informer: that no coin fhould 
 carrent farther back than that of King George the Second, and 
‘armer coins be called in: that all fhillings coined in future 
-\d weigh but ten-pence, and fix-pences but iive-pence: that all 
rss fhould havea right to cut in two any bafe coin- offered ta 


5% 3 


, nce 
oteet 


“ - and then return it to ther. owners, ° + 3 fe nett 

-* recommends this to the confideration of parliament, as when 

-sole community are opprefied by the villany of 2 few indiyi- 

“:, they muft always look up to the legiflature for recrefs. ¢ There 
5 Dy ee its _ has 











Of LLi 


7S 


omen 110 Sogs pred 


Lo ormpiny my QI 


{ 


P aia Pitty 9 ey 


7A 


’ 


“7 4 FH 


| 
i} 


{ 


t 
' 
y 
t 
t 
‘ 


f 


. | f 
-O- /\ yl we hewn a2 40 
FSi Mer, 1S} p. 


fepzrated : the moving matter wil 


nftantly recover its whole former mo- 
u,‘and the reiiiting will continue irs 


yin the fame manner, and with 





h ne velocity it did when joined 
vith the moving matter, and this by 


its power of refiftence, making it to 
perievere in the ilate it is in, and op- 
poring ail charge thereof. 


PM Vaqrye 
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Communication of mo- 
ticn in sefiiting matter, being snoft ob- 
vious to our obfervation, are well, de- 
fcribed ; bat thofe by which the pri- 
mary agents at, are ‘little underftood 
tho’ they be the ;true caufes of all the 
phenomena in nature. (Yo Ze continued) 

Mr URBAN, “ 
Bs BOUT feven years ago, the town 
LA of Birmingham was vifited by 
chi Sioa ul Ube will, upou an iulor- 
mation that feveral perfons were em- 
ploy’d in making counterfeit halfpence: 
when feveral offenders were taken into 
cuftody and brought to juftice,. being 
try’d at the county affizes and order’d 
to fuffer two years imprifonment: whe- 
ther the perfons who fuffered were the 
only, or capital offenders, I fhall not 
determine. However time has fhewn 
that the punifhment of two or three was 
not fufficient to deter others from the 
liké pra€tices; on the contrary, the 
laf winter and the preceding one, 
thefe counterfeit halfpence abounded 


more than ever, infomuch that few pay~ 
ments were made without a large pro-. 


portion of them. -Several advertife- 


ments were publifh’d, offering a re- 


ward for apprehending the makers, 
but without fuccefs. This was follow- 
ed by a general rcfufal of them, and their 
circulation in that. form. ceafed ; but 
foon after (viz.) the beginning of laft 
fpring; thefe authors publith'd their 
works in anew edition: the praétice 
of making counterfeit halfpence was 
revived with this improvement, that 
whereas they were before caft ia fand, 
they are now made ina ftamp or prefs. 
The great difpatch thefe engines make, 
the number employed in this work. 
and the vaft profits arifing to the makers, 
and vencers of thefe goods, muft needs 
occafion a torrent of them to be thrown 
inupon us, without a fpeedy  preventi- 
on. Acommon amp, with two pair 
of hands, is capable of turning out so 
grofs in a day: that feveral of thefe en- 
gines are thus employ’d is evident, 
from the variety of impreflions which 
have appcared-amang us, all diflin- 
guifhable from one another, and- from 
the genuine halfpence, to which the 
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counterfeits a 
rhoarl fas 
Nob r ied on Trade 
pOUN, I it con ae 
ae ; Ady 
a ia{ 1S, a me aS ie 
and impunity. Lf therefore i 
thet fix itamps are kept goin» eggs. 


whole produce will be three } 

grofs per day, from whence 2. 

luiay cally calculate with What pr age eng 

ous quanuties we fhall foon be pu ftgdeps 

ed. This kind of money may Sland 
B the maker in abour ei an 


1 ue c Pq : 
pound, being made of 2 baie metrie - 


current coin will pafs for 3 5. \ye4 
being alfo very deficient in w; 
there is ample rcom:for gains, 1), 

they fhould pais thro’ feveral hands 


x 
as 


an 
i or 
a 
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before they reach their intended yive A 
be Vt 


c The way of uttering them isto is 
large GuanUiics io Glicevent partsop. 
kingdom, where tradefinen who em 

loy anumber of low hands, 2° 
fees to low praétices for gain, oblige 
their workmen to take themas ywo- 
Ineed not take up your room with: 
fieions on the confequences of i 5 

D affair, every qne when apprized of » - 
fact, wil] & able to make refledii.. ; 
for himfelf. ‘The reafon of my ofr. 
ing this to be inferted in your paper vis 
to make it as publick as pofflible, as: 
other means are in my power to ey» 
this ye and prevent its prog: 

gE. Birminghs 7 Nov. 25° Rae * 


: [We-fee in theOxford Gazette, pitt? 
at Reading, the following Par —‘ lasT 
‘ week was a general meeting of ‘' 
‘ tradefmen at Abingdon, who cat: 
¢ 2 refoluticn to take no more Birming> 
* balfpence.and hope the trade{men of o 


BF ‘ towns will follow their examples. 
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From the General Evening Pot. 
Receipt to Cure a Horfe of a Covct. 
"TAKE a quart of ale, or ftrong bes’. 


- warm it, and put to ir a quarter © 
a pound of common treacle,and a qué'- 
ter of a pint of double diflilled anc?! 
water; ftir it well toge:her, and 4°" 
itthe horfe witha horn at night, 4! 
his ordinary food; the next mors- 
ing give hima pail of warm water Wi} 
a handfal of oatmeal in it, and am? 
ef mzicor bran with a handful of ¢ 

rand let this be repeated till the hor 
well. The fame receipt will cur’: 
cow or an ox, and prevent the {ev *% 
and what is comm j 
temper among the horned cattle, 0° 
addin ounce of tinnel or caraway fe" 
bruifed. 
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A View of the COPPER COIN t4 COINAGE »% 
be directed by the commissioners of the treasury; 44 pence per lb. was Allowed 
for. bearing and sustaining all-manner of waste, provision, necessaries, &c.; the 
master and worker to accompt annually before the auditor, and to be answerable 
to his majesty for the profits thereof above the charges ; the auditor to have the 
same power as in auditing the accompts of the gold and silver; the king’s clerk 
to be appointed by his majesty or the treasury to make out a roll upon oath of 
the weight and price of every parcel of new money coined and delivered from 
time to time from the moniers to the master ; also to examine and sign all bills 
of charges, repairs, &c. and all sums of money paid for copper imported ; for 
which service he was to receive 20 Shillings pr. ton of all the money coined. 

The lords of the treasury, in consequence of the power'given them by these 
warrants, have impowered the masters of.the mint to enter into contract with 
the governor and company ofjthe copper niiners of England for copper, which 
they have accordingly done ; the first quantity of which was for 100 tons, and all 
the succeeding ones have been for 200 tons each; which copper was to he melted 
and refined with pit coal from ore, that was to be of the produce of Great Bri- 
tain, Ireland, or the Plantations, an affidavit of which to be made at each de- 
livery, they were to be delivered in bars or fillets nealed of such a fineness as to 
spread thin under the hammer when heated red hot without cracking, and of 
such a width and thickness, that 46 halfpence and 92 farthings (without erring 
in excess or defect above the 40 part of a lb. wt.) were to make | lb. Avoirdup. 
to be supplied with cutters from the mint, the quantity of fillets to be sufficient 
to coin 180 tons of halfpence and 20 tons of farthings; the master was to pay 
half the value at each delivery at the rate of 153 pence pr. lb.; the other half to 
be paid for after the blancs have been cut out, in money, scissell and brokage, 
reckoning the scissell and brokage at the same price as the copper imported into 
the mint. The company oblige themselves to deliver 2 tons per week, until the 
demand from thepublic for halfpence and farthings shall cease, and after having 
had one months notice ftom the master in writing, they are not to send any 
more to the mint; and if upon trial it is found, that the copper does not 
answer in fineness, or that the excess or defect in one lb. is more than the 
40th part, then they were obliged to take it away at their own expence. 

The counterfeiting and casting of this sort of money had been long carried on, 
and complaints had been frequently made against it, which occasioned an act of 
parliament to be made in 1741,16 G. 2, c. 28, in which coiners and counterfeiters, 
when discovered, were to suffer 2 months imprisonment, and to find sureties for 
their good behaviour for 2 years more ; and a reward of 10]. was to be paid upon 
theirconviction. But the practice still continuing,a proclamation was published 
July 12, 1751, to enforce the said act. However, this did not stop the evil, so 
that in the beginning of the year 1753 it was computed, that near 4 (or 2) of 
the current copper money were counterfeits, and a resolution was taken by 
several persons absolutely to refuse taking of them ; and about a twelvemonth 
afterwards a petition and representation was made to the lords of the treasury 
by several bakers, butchers, and other dealers in provision and the necessaries 
of life, praying a suspension of the copper coinage for a few years, and that 
some laws might be enacted and enforced to prevent its being counterfeited ; 
both of which were sent down to the officers of the mint, ordering likewise a 
stoppage to be put to the coinage, which was accordingly done, and the com- - 
pany ordered to send no more fillets after one month; nor has any more 
halfpence been made since but from those fillets. uy 
Some 


and COINAGE of Encraynp. 


Some time after after a proposal was made to call in and recoin all the 
it money ; and the beginning of the year 1755 the lords of the treasury 
laid before his majesty in council a report from the mint on this subject, 
together with their opinion, that it would greatly prevent the countericiting 
the same, if the genuine halfpence and farthings were ordered to be current 
at 6 and 3 to a penny; but as to the calling in the copper coin, as it would be 
attended with many inconveniencies and a very great expence, their lordships 
could not advise his majesty to give any orders in relation thereto. 

But this reduction was opposed, and another representation and petition 
laid before the privy council and several of his majesty’s dutiful and loyal 
subjects, loaded with copper money (whose chairman was John Whalley) 
together with a scheme, shewing how the re-coinage might take place at thie 
rate of 16 pence per lb. wt. avoir, and to oblige all those possessed of the 
old to bring it to the mint, where they were to receive 21 pence per Ib. for 
it; therefore they would lose 3 pence per lb. and the public 10 pence (1 Ib. 
being estimated at 11 pence) they supposed that 4 might be brought in as 
above, and the other 4 exchanged for new coin at 16 pence per |b. ; therefore 
the subject in this case would lose 4 or 4 pence per lbwt., and the government 
5 pence; and as the total currency is by them supposed to be 1800 tons, the 
loss sustained by the publick will be 126000¥, besides 4000 more expended 
in coining; and the loss to individuals would be 92400¥ Sterling, and the 
whole loss sustained 222400. However, the matter rested here; nor can 
we find any thing more was done in relation thereto. 

_ The laws relating to coining and counterfeiting were also looked ito, a 
difficult point being now started, whether the copper coin was to be con- 
sidered strictly as current money, and to be protected as such, or whether it 
was not only so toaspecial purpose ? the latter of which opinions does appear 
to have obtained ; for tho’ the Stat. 16 G. 2. cap. 28. inflicts punishnient in 
several degrees on utterers of any false and counterfeit money, yet it was con- 
strued not to extend to the uttering of counterfeit halfpence or farthings. 

Upon the whole, it has been seen in the prosecution of this work, that such 
coins as those of farthings and halfpence are absolutely necessary, and cannot 
be dispensed with, and that copper is the properest metal they can be made 
of, and the quantities such as the wants and occasions of the publick may 
require; but the misfortune has been, that the publick utility has scarcely 
ever been attended to; that the very great profits left to the patentees have 
been an inducement to them to utter such quantities of them as to become 
a great burthen on the publick ; and at present the price of | lbwt. of copper 
before coining being but 10 pence, and when coined current for 23 pence, 


or more than double its first value, is the cause of the great numbers of 


counterfeits lately uttered ; whereas in several of the neighbouring kingdoms 
and states* 1 lbwt. avoir. ay eng to be coined into no more than 18 pence, 
or 5 pence per lb. less than here in England. 


* In France 20 Sols toa Markwt. Prix de Monnoies de France, 4to. Paris 1796, p. 73. In 
Spain 51 Quartos to 1 Ibwt. Cavallero Breve Cotejo y Valance de las Pesas y medidas de varias 
Naciones, 4to. Mad. 1731, p. 190. 


P.S. To the list of Town pieces in page 13 should be added Widwelly 
and Kendal. 
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"In the course of my journeys 
I observe that I receive upon an average two-thirds counter- 
feit halfpence for change at tollegates, &., and I believe the 
evil is daily increasing, as the spurious money is carried into 
circulation by the lowest class of manufacturers, who pay with 
it the principal part of the wages of the poor people they 
employ. They purchase from subterraneious coiners 36 shillings’ 
worth of copper (in nominal value) for 20 shillings, so that 
the profit derived from the cheating is very large, The trade 
is carried on to so great an extent that at a public meeting 
at Stockport in Cheshire, in January last, the magistrates and 
inhabitants came to a resolution to take no other halfpence in 
future than those of the Anglesey Company (also an illegal 
coinage, though of full weight and value of copper), and this 
resolution they have published in their newspapers.%-- —ines- 
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Sept. 1932 Numismatist, Vol. XLV, No. 9, p. 556 
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"COIN, laws relating to, Counterfeiting the king's money, or 
bringing false money into the realm counterfeit to the money of 
England, clipping, washing, rounding, filing, impairing, di- 
minishing, falsifying, scaling, lightening, edging, colouring, 
gilding, making, mending, or having in one's possession, any 
puncheon, counter puncheon, matrix, stamp, dyé, pattern, mould, 
edger, or cutting engine: all these incur the penalty of high 
treason, And if any person shall counterfeit any such kind of 
gold or silver, as are not the proper coin of the realm, but 
current therein by the king's consent, he shall be guilty of 
high treason, 





Ree any person shall tender in payment any counterfeit coin, 
dy Soe he shall, for the first offence, be imprisoned six months; 
cto” .2 for the second offence, two years; and for the third offence 
a4¥ shall be guilty of felony without benefit of clergy. 


"Blanching copper or other base metal, or buying or selling 
the same; and receiving or paying money at a lower rate than 
its denomination does import; and also the offence of countere 
feiting copper half-pence and farthings; incur the penalty of 
felony, but within clergy. Counterfeiting coin not the proper 
coin of this realm, not permitted to be current therein, is 
misprision of treason, A person buying or selling, or having 
in his possession, clippings or filings, shall forfeit 500 l. 
and be branded in the cheek with the letter R, And any person 
having in his possession a coining-press, or casting bars or 
ingots of silver, in imitation of Spanish bars or ingots, shall 
forfeit 500 l. 


t et reward of 40 1. is given for convicting a counterfeiter of 
| jue the gold or silver coin; and 10 1, for a counterfeiter of the 


ore copper coin," 
ey 
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Mr, Boulton of Soho in a letter to Lord Hawkesbury, 
dated lth April, 1789, says. “In the course of my journeys 
I observe that I receive upon an average two-thirds counter- 
feit halfpence for change at tollegates, &c., and I believe the 
evil is daily increasing, as the spurious money is carried into 
circulation by the lowest class of manufacturers, who pay with 
it the principal part of the wages of the poor people they 
employ. They purchase from subterraneious coiners 36 shillings’ 
worth of copper (in nominal value) for 20 shillings, so that 
the profit derived from the cheating is very large. The trade 
is carried on to so great an extent that at a public meeting 
at Stockport in Cheshire, in January last, the magistrates and 
inhabitants came to a resolution to take no other halfpence in 
future than those of the Anglesey Company (also an illegal 
coinage, though of full weight and value of copper), and this 
resolution they have published in their newspapers,"%-- Lives 
of Boulton and Watt, 
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THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE AND HISTORICAL CHRONICLE, London, 1752 
Vol. XXII, page 500 


About seven years ago, the town of Birmingham was visited by 
the solicitor of the mint, upon an information that several 
persons were employ'd in making counterfeit halfpence; when 
several offenders were taken into custody and brought to 
justice, being try'd at the county affizes and order'd to 
suffer two years imprisonment: whether the persons who suffered 
were the only, or capital offenders, I shall not determine. 
However, time has shewn that the punishment of two or three 

was not sufficient to deter others from the like practices; 

on the contrary, the last winter and the preceding one, these 
counterfeit halfpence abounded more than ever, insomuch that 

few payments were made without a large proportion of them. 
Several advertisements were publish'd, offering a reward 

for apprehending the makers, but without success. This was 
followed by a general refusal of them, and their circulation 

in that form ceased; but soon after (viz) the beginning of 

last spring; these authors publish'd their works in a new 
edition; the practice of making counterfeit halfpence was 
revived with this improvement, that whereas they were before 
cast in sand, they are now made in a stamp or press. The 

great dispatch these engines make, the number employed in 

this work, and the vast profits arising to the makers, and 
venders of these goods, must needs occasion a torrent of them 
to be thrown in upon us, without a speedy prevention. A 

common stamp, with two pair of hands, is capable of turning out 
50 gross in a day: that several of these engines are thus 
employ'd is evident, from the variety of impressions which 

have appeared among us, all distinguishable from one another, 
and from the genuine halfpence, to which the counterfeits 

are very much inferior, It can't but be supposed this gainful 
trade will be carried on with the utmost.vigour, while it 
continues practicable, that is, as long as there is a demand 
and impunity. If therefore we suppose .that.six stamps are kept 
going,.their whole produce will be three hundred gross per 

day, from whence any one may easily calculate with what prodigi- 
ous. quantities we shall,soon be burthemd. This kind of money 
may stand the maker in about eight-pence per pound, being made 
of a base mettle; current coin will pass for 3 Ss. which being 
also very deficient in weight, there is ample room for gains, 
though they should pass thro! several hands, before they reach 
their intended value. The way of uttering them is to send large 
quantities to different parts of the kingdom, where tradesmen 
who employ a number of low hands, and can stoop to low practices 
for gain, oblige their workmen to take them as wages, I need 
not take up your room with reflections on the consequences of 
this affair, every one when apprized of the fact, will be able 


to make reflections for himself. The reason of my offering this 


ae 
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(continued) 


to be inserted in your paper was to make it as publick as 
possible, as no other means are in my power to expose this 
villainy, and prevent its progress. 


Birmingham Nov. 25 yn EeZe 


(We see in the Oxford Gazette, printed at Reading, the following 

Par. - ‘Last week was a general meeting of the tradesmen of 
Abingdon, who came to a resolution to take no more Birmingham 
halfpence and hope the tradesmen of other towns will follow 
their examples.) 


} 
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ANNALS OF THE COINAGE OF GREAT BRITAIN = by Rev. Rogers Ruding - 
Third Edition, London, 180, Vol. II, page 92: 


"1783. On the 10th of February in this year, Mr. Fox presented 
to the house of commons a petition signed by several hundred 
inhabitants of Westminster, stating that they were aggrieved by 
the circulation of counterfeit halfpence,. That they had endeav- 
clined, as far as lay in their power, to put a stop to the same, 
but found their inability in so doing; and therefore prayed the 
house to eke them such relief as they in their wisdom should 


deem meet, * 


"7, Annual Register, 1783, p. 166." 
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suffer two years imprisonment: whether the persons who suffered 
were the only, or capital offenders, I shall not determine, 
However, time has shewn that the punishment of two or three 
was not sufficient to deter others from the like practices; 
on the contrary, the last winter and the preceding one, these 
counterfeit halfpence abounded more than ever, insomuch that 
few payments were made without a large proportion of then. 
Several advertisements were publish'd, offering a reward 
for apprehending the mekers, but without success, This was 
followed by a general refusal of themy and their circulation 
in that form ceased; but soon after (vig) the beginning of 
last spring; these authors publish'td their works in a new 
editions; the practice of making counterfeit halfpence was 
revived with this improvement, that whereas they were before 
cast in Sand, they are now made in a stamp or press, the 
great dispatch these engines make, the number employed in 
this work, and the vast profits arising to the makers, and 
venders of these goods, must needs occasion ea torrent of then 
to be thrown in upon us, without a speedy prevention. A 
common stamp, with two pair of hands, is capable of turning out 
50 gross in a day: that several of these engines are thus 
employ'd is evident, from the variety of impressions which 
have appeared among us, all distingtishable from one another, 
and from the genuine halfpence, to which the counterfeits 
are very much inferior, It can't but be supposed this gainful 
trade will be carried on with the utmost vigour, while it 
continues practicable, that is, as long as there is a demand . 
and impunity. If therefore we suppose that Six stamps are kept 
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may: stand the maker in about eight-pence per pound, being made 
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quantities to different parts of the kingdom, where tradesmen 
‘aho employ a number of low hands, and can stoop to low practices 
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to be “dnusried in- your papak was to make it as publick as 
possible, as no other means are in my power to were’ this 
villainy, and prevent its progress. 
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